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ABSTRACT

The abstract must be presented as a single paragraph and must not exceed 200 words. It should include the follow-
ing elements:

Background: briefly describe the criminological problem, its relevance to crime prevention, law enforcement or
public safety, the knowledge gap, and the objective;

Methods: summarise the research design, setting, study period, data sources, sample or document selection, and
analytical methods, as applicable;

Results: present the principal findings and relevant quantitative estimates, confidence intervals or qualitative
themes, distinguishing recorded offences from estimates of unreported crime where relevant;

Conclusions: state the main conclusions, original scholarly contribution, practical implications, and conditions
limiting their application. The abstract must accurately reflect the manuscript and must not contain citations,
footnotes, tables, figures, undefined abbreviations, unsupported causal claims, or information not presented in the
main text.

Keywords: keyword 1; keyword 2; keyword 3 (List three to ten relevant keywords that accurately reflect the content of
the article and are commonly used within the subject area.)

Confidential title page and declarations

This file is for the editorial office and must not be sent to reviewers. Provide the complete author infor-
mation above and the full declarations below.

Author contributions

For manuscripts with two or more authors, a statement describing each author’s individual contributions
must be provided using the CRediT Contributor Roles Taxonomy. Authors must be identified by their
initials, which must correspond exactly to the names given on the title page. Only the roles that apply to
the manuscript should be included.

The following format may be adapted:

Conceptualization, X.X. and Y.Y.; methodology, X.X.; software, X.X.; validation, X.X., Y.Y. and
7.7.; formal analysis, X.X.; investigation, X.X.; resources, X.X.; data curation, X.X.; writing—original
draft, X.X.; writing-review and editing, X.X. and Y.Y.; visualization, X.X.; supervision, X.X.; project
administration, X.X.; funding acquisition, Y.Y. All authors have read and approved the submitted version
of the manuscript.

Each author may be assigned more than one role, and the same role may be assigned to more than one
author. Authors must not claim roles that they did not perform.

For definitions of the contributor roles, authors should consult the CRediT Contributor Roles Taxonomy.
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CRediT describes individual contributions but does not by itself determine authorship. Authorship must
be limited to individuals who have made substantial contributions to the work, drafted the manuscript or
critically revised its intellectual content, approved the submitted manuscript, and accepted responsibility
for its content in accordance with the journal’s Authorship Principles. Contributors who do not meet the
journal’s authorship criteria must not be listed as authors and should be named, with their permission, in
the Acknowledgments section.

For a single-author manuscript, the statement should be adapted as follows:

Conceptualization, methodology, investigation, formal analysis, data curation, writing—original draft,
and writing-review and editing, X.X. The author has read and approved the submitted version of the
manuscript. Only the roles actually performed by the author should be retained.

Funding

Replace this instruction with an accurate funding statement. Identify every organization that provided
financial support and include the grant or project number where available. If the funder had any role in
the study design, data collection, analysis, interpretation, manuscript preparation, or decision to submit
the article, that role must be described.
Use one of the following formats and delete the alternatives:

o This research was supported by [full name of funding organization] under Grant [grant or project

number].
o This research received no external funding.

Data availability

Every research manuscript must contain a Data Availability Statement. Replace this instruction with
an accurate statement identifying where the data, computer code, analytical models, survey or interview
instruments, coding frameworks, protocols, or other resources supporting the findings can be accessed.
Provide the repository name and DOI, accession number, or permanent link where available.

Select and adapt the statement that applies to the manuscript, and delete all unused alternatives:

o The data supporting the findings of this study are available in [repository name] at https://doi.org/[DO
I].

o The data supporting the findings of this study are included in the article and its supplementary materials.

e The data supporting the findings of this study are available from the corresponding author upon reasonable
request. Access is subject to [state the applicable conditions or restrictions].

o The data are not publicly available because of [confidentiality, privacy, intellectual-property, commercial,
contractual, legal, ethical, security, third-party ownership, or justified technical restrictions]. Requests
for access may be submitted to [responsible person or organization], subject to [conditions of access].

o The data used in this study were obtained from [third-party source]. Restrictions apply to their avail-
ability. Data may be requested directly from [data owner or source] at [permanent link], subject to the
applicable conditions.

o No new data were created or analysed in this study. Data sharing is therefore not applicable.

A general statement such as “data are available upon request” should not be used without identifying the
responsible contact and explaining any applicable access conditions. Authors must not claim that data are
available when legal, ethical, technical, or contractual restrictions prevent their release.

Ethics approval and informed consent

Replace this instruction with all ethics and consent statements applicable to the study. Research involving
human participants, personal or restricted data, interviews, surveys, observations, interventions or access to
criminal-justice records must receive the approvals and permissions required by the applicable rules before
the relevant activities begin. Explain voluntary participation, withdrawal, confidentiality and safeguards
for minors, victims, people in custody and participants in dependent relationships. Permission from an
institution or superior does not replace individual consent where required.

Where formal approval was obtained, provide the full name of the approving ethics committee or competent
institution, the approval or protocol number, and the approval date where available:

Ethics approval: The study was approved by [full name of ethics commiltee or institution],
approval number [number], dated [day month year].

Where formal approval was not required under the applicable institutional and national rules, use:

Ethics approval: Formal ethics approval was not required under [identify the applicable rule
and explain the basis; give the determination by the competent body where available].
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For an analysis limited to publicly available legal texts or published literature, with no human participation
or personal data and no applicable approval requirement, adapt:

Ethics approval and informed consent: Not applicable. This study analysed publicly avail-
able legal texts or published literature only and did not involve human participants or personal
data.

For research involving human participants, include the applicable statements:

Consent to participate: Voluntary informed consent was obtained from all participants before
their participation in the study.

Consent for publication: The participants provided informed consent for the publication of
their identifiable information and/or images.

If the manuscript does not contain identifiable participant information, use:
Consent for publication: Not applicable.

Authors must not use a “Not applicable” statement where approval or consent was legally or institution-
ally required. Evidence of approval or consent may be requested confidentially by the Editorial Office. If
consent or approval was waived, identify the competent body and the documented basis. Do not publish
signed consent forms or identifying approval documents. For minors or participants with limited consent
capacity, report the appropriate consent and assent arrangements.

Conflicts of interest

Replace this instruction with an accurate declaration of all financial and non-financial interests that could
reasonably be perceived as influencing the research, interpretation of the findings, preparation of the
manuscript, or editorial process. Relevant interests may include employment, consultancy, ownership,
grants, paid expert work, law-enforcement employment, involvement in the programme being evaluated,
institutional or editorial roles, personal relationships, or other professional interests.

If no relevant conflict exists, use:

The authors declare that they have no conflicts of interest related to this work.

If a conflict exists, identify the author concerned, the organization or relationship involved, and the nature
of the interest:

Author X.X. declares [describe the financial or non-financial interest]. The remaining authors
declare that they have no conflicts of interest related to this work.

A declared conflict of interest does not automatically prevent publication. Failure to disclose a relevant
interest may result in editorial investigation or post-publication action.

Use of artificial intelligence

Replace this instruction with an accurate statement describing any substantive use of generative artificial
intelligence or Al-assisted technologies in preparing the manuscript or conducting the research. Identify
the tool, version where available, provider, purpose of use, and the parts of the work affected.

If generative AI or an Al-assisted tool was used, adapt the following statement:

During the preparation of this manuscript, the authors used [tool name, version, and provider]
for [state the specific purpose, such as language assistance, translation, code development, data
analysis, or preparation of visual materiall. The authors reviewed and verified all generated
or modified content and accept full responsibility for the accuracy, originality, integrity, and
compliance of the final manuscript.

If no generative Al or Al-assisted technology was used, use:

The authors declare that no generative artificial intelligence or Al-assisted technologies were
used in the preparation of this manuscript or in producing its scientific content.

AT tools must not be listed as authors. Authors remain responsible for all submitted content, including
text, references, calculations, data, computer code, images, and translations produced or modified with Al
assistance. Al tools must not be used to fabricate references, conceal plagiarism, manipulate data, or misrep-
resent originality. Confidential manuscripts, personal data, unpublished results, and restricted information
must not be entered into an external Al system without appropriate authorization and safequards.
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Acknowledgements

Replace this instruction with the names of individuals or organizations that provided relevant technical,
linguistic, administrative, community liaison, fieldwork, data-access, or other assistance but do not meet the
journal’s authorship criteria. Describe the nature of each acknowledged contribution and obtain permission
from every individual named.

Do not use this section to conceal authorship, funding, conflicts of interest, editorial assistance, or sub-
stantive use of artificial intelligence. Funding must be reported in the Funding section, and Al use must
be reported in the Use of artificial intelligence section.

If there are no acknowledgements, omit this section or use:

The authors have no acknowledgements to declare.

Supplementary materials

Use this section only when supplementary materials accompany the manuscript. List every supplementary
file separately using a clear identifier and descriptive title. Each supplementary item must be cited at the
appropriate point in the main text, for example, “see Supplementary Table S1” or “see Supplementary
File S2.

Use the following format as applicable:

Supplementary Figure S1: [descriptive title]; Supplementary Table S1: [descriptive title]; Supple-
mentary File S1: [dataset, computer code, video, appendiz, interview guide, coding framework,
analysis script, or other material and its description)].

Supplementary materials must comply with the same requirements for research integrity, ethics, confiden-
tiality, copyright, licensing, data protection, and accurate attribution as the main article. Supplementary
files must not contain material essential to understanding the principal findings if that material should
reasonably appear in the main manuscript. If no supplementary material is provided, omit this section.
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